
Santa Monica Quilt Guild 
P.O. Box 5514, Santa Monica, CA 90409 

   June 2025, Volume 35, Issue 9 

www.santamonicaquiltguild.org 

 

Join us on Wednesday, June 4, 2025  - 6:00 pm in-person and on 
Zoom 

President’s Corner 
Thank you once again to Aileen Cooke for hosting the All Member Tea on May 18. We spent a 

lovely, sunny afternoon in Aileen’s garden enjoying the treats that were brought by all. It was nice to 
just take time to sit and visit with friends.   

Hope you can join us in person for Quilters College.  It should be a fun and informative evening.  
Many thanks to the four members who have stepped up to serve as this year’s faculty. Note that we will 
meet this month in the Fireside Room.  For those of you that are not able to join us in person, this will 
be a hybrid meeting and we will record the meeting so you all can revisit the demonstrations again.  

On June 7 we will host our annual Fabric Sale at 3744 Wasatch, Mar Vista (aka, The Quilt House).  
We’ve had many fabric donations in recent months and have over 50 boxes of measured fabric ready 
to sell and move on to a new home.  We do still have a bit more to be measured and rolled.  If you have 
free time this Saturday or next Tuesday, please check in with Kennalee to see if your help is needed. If 
you can help on the day of the sale, please let Kennalee know.  We begin set up at 9:00 and could use 
some muscle to move tables and set up the easy ups! Again, please contact Kennalee.  

The Opportunity Quilt will be on display at the meeting (space permitting) and the Fabric Sale. 
Donna Heiderman has taken on the role of opportunity quilt ticket coordinator and will have ticket 
packets for each member to pick up.  If you don’t live locally, you will receive a letter with information on 
how to purchase your tickets.  We do ask that each member sell or purchase $25 (30 tickets) worth of 
tickets to support the guild and our philanthropic efforts.  

How are your Mystery Quilts coming along?  We’re looking forward to a “Mystery Quilt Show and 

Tell” at our July meeting.  And, no, it doesn’t need to be quilted.          

 President – Pam Overton, pam@travelingquilters.com 

Program 
It's back to school for our June program when Quilter's College returns! Our talented faculty 

will be sharing tips and techniques for English paper piecing, machine binding, fabric postcards 
and scribble quilts. For those of you unable to attend in person we will be zooming each 
presentation to you and we plan to record the meeting! Laurie Reyen, Programs 

Nominating Committee 
Yes, it’s that time of year again.  Allison Leong has volunteered to be the “Board” member 

on the nominating committee, but we need to have additional volunteers from the membership.  
The work is done by email or telephone. Please consider volunteering at the meeting.   

In addition, we hope you will consider serving on the Board to help manage the work of the 
Guild in the coming year.  If you’re new to the guild, it’s a great opportunity to meet other 
members. We’re a “small but mighty” guild. New ideas are always welcome!  Allison Leong 
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Vice President 
How are your mystery quilts coming 

along? We are looking forward to the big 
reveal at our July potluck! 

Also in July, we will announce a new 
challenge... here's a hint: what do you think 
of when you see the letters, UFO? 

The Vice President Team – Olivia, Donna, Jo and Laurie 

Membership 
The sun came out on Sunday and made 

for a very pleasant gathering of friends and 
quilts. Our SMQG  tea was attended by a 
group of enthusiastic quilters, who shared 
tasty treats and tea. Thanks to all and your 
delicious contributions. Many thanks to Prima 
who was a great tea master for us.  

Aileen Cooke, Membership Chair 

The Double A Team 
On the virtues of foundation-for-scrap strip 

blocks 

Allison was piecing strip blocks from a 
wealth of batik scraps, and I was sewing next 
to her. The strips started to spill over towards 
my elbow. In an idle moment I offered to 
make a block and then we were off to the 
races. It’s not a competition but we usually 
make 10-12 blocks in an afternoon. Allison is 
faster despite stopping to cut strips to size or 
make foundation squares. We both like to 
start with two foundations and add strips to 
each side of the center strip. They seem to 
go faster two at a time.  

I’ve made strip blocks before without 
foundation but I highly recommend the 
backing. It helps stabilize all those bias edges 
and it tames all those seams and raw edges. 
The downside is that it  adds extra weight to 
the top. You can use muslin or other 
lightweight cotton, parts of old sheets, or 
even fabric that has faded. I worried that a 
foundation fabric might show through a light 
strip but even with the quilt of beige center 
strips, nothing showed through.  

Paper can be used—newsprint, 
newspapers cut to size, or other but generally 
these have to be removed before 
sandwiching. One can find paper that 

dissolves but we don’t want to add 
unnecessary expense to these charity quilts.  

Why the 10 1/2” size? Clearly to maximize 
use of 42-44” WOF=4 squares. I must 
confess some of the foundations are patched 
with 2-3 pieces—because we are “piecers” at 
heart. We counted the number of charity 
“string” quilts we have made together in a 
fairly short time and we are on to number 8. 
The tops are all  6 blocks x 7 and come out 
about 60 x 70”, or 42 blocks per top. The 
three were with Batik strips, all from previous 
projects; then one each with a red starting 
strip, the long diagonal; one with a beige 
strip; and one with a black strip. The latter 
one, along with another red strip are works in 
progress. The quilting takes more time than 
the blocks.  The strips we use are of varying 
widths—1 ½”, 2”, 2 ½”, and sometimes a 3”. 
Allison likes light-dark contrast in the blocks 
with sometimes a bright strip or two. The 
black center and the red center make the 
most interesting tops. When I looked at the 
one with the light stripes, I remembered what 
Sandy A. told me many years ago, “Lights 
advance and darks recede.” 

We are still looking forward to a time 
when we run out of strips, but we may have 
to call a time out and vow to return to this fast 
and fun project.  

Aileen Cooke, Allison Leong 

Hospitality 
Members with last names beginning L 

thru P are kindly requested to bring 
refreshments for the June meeting.  Others 
are always welcome to bring something 
too!  Thank you to all who bring treats to 
share.  Prima Casetta, Hospitality 

Ways and Means 

We look forward to seeing you all at the 
June meeting.  Hopefully you've had an 
opportunity to purge your sewing area to 
donate some goodies to our much-needed 
Ways and Means table. 

We are in need of fabric, books, notions, 
magazines, yarn, thread, etc..  If you find 
something "gently used" or "almost new" we 
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can collect those items to donate to Fire 
Survivors, if marked as such. 

We will also have 3 lovely door prizes 
(jelly rolls, layer cakes, etc.). 

Summer is coming!  See you then! 
Perla Rothenberg and Cindi Garacochea,  

Ways & Means Co-Chairs  

Website 
I continue to update the website and our 

social media accounts on Facebook and 
Instagram for your viewing pleasure. Let me 
know if there is anything specific you would 
like to see. 
www.santamonicaquiltguild.org 

Emily Watts, Web Manager 

Show and Tell 
Please bring your show and tell items to 

our in-person meeting this month.  For those 
of you who live out of the area, please hold 
your photos for a future zoom meeting.  

Please, no “mystery quilts” just yet.  The 
“big reveal” is in July!  

Zoom meeting links 
The zoom link for our June meeting will be 

sent via email along with the newsletter. Note 
that we will record the meeting this month.  

SMQG General Meeting Minutes  
SMQG General Meeting Minutes 
7 May, 2025 

Zoom meeting called to order by President 
Pam Overton at 7:00 

Announcements: 

• No guests today 

• Fire Relief: quilt distribution continues; 
Altadena Order of the Phoenix will have 
an event on 13 May, 2025 and will receive 
a number of quilts to distribute.  Not sure 
of the number yet. Allison has been 
distributing quilts a few at a time through a 
friend who has contacts with fire survivors 
in the Palisades.  Same friend is in touch 
with All Saints Episcopal church who is 
holding an event for teens in late May.  
Requesting at least 50 quilts for that event 
and may be holding an event targeting 
adults later on.  She’ll let Allison know.If 

you know of any other groups distributing 
items to Fire Survivors, let us know.  If 
you have gently used notions that you 
would like to pass on to Fire survivors 
bring to June meeting.Pam is collecting 
kids pillowcases for distribution to 
displaced students whose  schools 
burned.  If you are inclined, more are 
appreciated. 

Virginia Marshall moved to approve the 
March Minutes and Treasurer’s Report as 
presented in the April newsletter and the 
Treasurer’s Report as presented in the May 
8, 2025 newsletter.  Luann Jaffe seconded 
the motion.  The motion was passed by all. 

Pam Overton introduced tonight’s speaker – 
Jenny Kae Parks.  Leave Quilts not UFO’s. 
She shared some ideas she has for 
identifying UFO’s, deciding which ones to  

finish and which to pass along, how to get 
finishing, etc. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership:  Aileen Cooke – Membership 
steady at 50.  There will be an all guild tea 

on May 18 Sunday, 1-3 held at Aileen 
Cooke’s home.  Bring sweet and/or savory 
snacks and a quilt to show. 

Philanthropy: Mariana Davanzo –  

Many quilts were worked on at the April sew 
in meeting. We all had a productive time and 
nice pizza dinner together.  We hope to see 
many of the quilts returned soon to pass 
along.   

Bobbie Blake announced that 150 placemats 
were delivered to the Palms/Culver City 
Meals on Wheels program.  They receive no 
federal funding, the placemats were much 
appreciated.  They have a very large area to 
service.  Continue making placemats please. 

Ways and Means:  Perla Rothenberg – 
Continue cleaning out our sewing rooms for 
Donations.  Let Perla or Cindi know if your 
donation is for Ways and Means or for 

Fire Survivors.  Next W + M will be in June 

Hospitality:  Prima Casetta – Prima will let 
us know who will be assigned to bring snacks 
for the June meeting in the next newsletter. 

http://www.santamonicaquiltguild.org/
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Vice President Team:  Pam reporting – 
Some mystery quilt tops have been 
completed, one top has been quilted.  Hope 
for show and tell of those in July.  

If anyone has suggestions for Guild activities, 
please let the team know.  UFO challenge? 

Programs:  Pam reporting –  

June will be Quilter’s College.  Teachers are 
ready!  4 stations. 

July – Potluck with Mystery quilt show and 
tell.  We also plan a Quilter’s showcase. 

If you are interested in showing 3-4 of your 
quilts, please let Laurie know. 

If anyone saw the “Global Quilt Connection” 
and saw any interesting speakers, please let 
Laurie know.  It could be someone who we 
have had in the past but many speakers have 
added new topics. 

Show and Tell:  Pam showed a photo of 
Aileen and Allison and a large pile of strips 
for their ongoing project of foundation strip 
pieced blocks.  So far they have 4 finished 
quilts, one finished top, and one with blocks 
in progress with another idea for the next 
one.   

Bobbie showed a photo of a quilt and also 
some photos of her and Lola, her dog at 
UCLA meeting a miniature horse.   

Kennalee showed a quilt and cross-stitched 
project.   

Allison showed a finished Perkiomen block 
quilt and 2 foundation strip pieced quilts.  
Pam showed the modern Opportunity quilt 
that we will be showing and selling raffle 
tickets for. 

Door Prizes:  Laurie Risk, Kennalee 
Mattson, Aileen Cooke, Sheila Cummins, 
Sylvia Henry, Catherine Baxter. 

Betsy Barker reminds us that Okan Arts will 
be having a warehouse sale in Long Beach 
on  Saturday as they plan on closing that 
location.  

Maureen Gardner updated us on how she is 
doing. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:38. 

Respectfully submitted, Allison Leong 

Philanthropy 
We hope you continue to make quits for 

the fire survivors and our designated 
charities. I’ll be in and out of town over the 
next month or so.  If you have quilts to 
donate, please contact Pam.  

 Mariana Davanzo, Philanthropy Chair 

Birthdays – June 

Patti  Post 12-Jun 

Maureen  Gardner 16-Jun 

Allison  Leong 22-Jun 

SMQG Schedule of Events                                            
Your Program chair is busy working to fill out our calendar for the coming year with interesting speakers. As 

always, your input/feedback/suggestions are welcome.  Please contact Laurie Reyen to let her know your thoughts.  
 

Date Speaker/Teacher   Lecture website 

July Potluck and Featured Quilters – In Person 

August TBD 

September Paula Slater Trunk Show 

October 8 Rami Kim – Two by Two – In Person and Zoom – Meeting will be at Sewing Arts 

October 9 Rami Kim – Workshop  - TBD – Workshop will be at Sewing Arts 

November 5 Cathy Perlmutter – Scrap Cities - zoom 

December 3 Holiday Potluck – In Person at the church 

 

Selected Upcoming Southern California Events 

June 6-7, 2025 Inland Empire Quilters Guild Quilt Show. 9:00 am to 5:00, Friday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Saturday. 
Nellie Weaver Hall & Ingalls Event Center, Norco, CA. Our Quilt Show for Inland Empire Quilters Guild of 
Corona, CA 
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Selected Upcoming Southern California Events 

June 14, 2025 North Cities Quilt Guild Fantastic Fabric Sale.  10:00 am to 2:00 pm, Yorba Linda Presbyterian 
church, 19301 E. Yorba Linda Blvd., Yorba Linda, CA . fabric is $5 per pound. Accepting:  Cash 
(preferred), checks, and credit cards.  

June 28, 2025 Quilters by the Sea Quilt Show and Quilt Tour. 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Tour 3 locations. Tickets at 
quiltersbythesea.com.  $12 onine, $15 at door. 

September 20, 
2025 

Orange County Quilters Guild Picnic in the Park Home Tour. 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Huntington Beach. 

 

Friends of the Guild 
Our advertisers help support the guild in a variety of ways.  Please support them in return. 

The Traveling Quilters 
P.O. Box 3214, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 
A Tour Service for Quilters! 
 
2025 

• Exploring Michigan – August 18-24.  If you 
are interested but didn’t receive the 
newsletter announcing the trip, drop us an 
email and we’ll send you the newsletter. 

• Temecula Quilt-Away Retreat – Sept 4-7. 

• Mystery Trip – October 25. Watch for news 
on our annual Mystery Trip. 

Check out our website at 
www.travelingquilters.com. 
To join our mailing list, just send us an e-mail:   
pam@travelingquilters.com 
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