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Join us on Wednesday, August 6, 2025  - 7:00 pm on Zoom 

President’s Corner 
Our Mystery Quilt Unveiling at the July meeting was fun.  Each one was different.  Fabric choices 

do make the difference! And it’s always fun to meet in person and have a chance to visit and catch up!  

Linda Sullivan has been a guest speaker at the guild in the past and she’s always entertaining!  Her 
lecture topic, Precision Piecing, sounds interesting.  I don’t know about you but I can always use some 
tips and tricks to help ensure my quilt blocks are accurate in size.  

Later in August, the Traveling Quilters are off to Chicago and Grand Rapids, MI for the AQS show.  
Among other things we’re visiting four quilt shops . . . . all top notch!  Olivia and I researched the trip 
last fall and we can guarantee our travelers are going to love the selections at each shop!   

What’s on your Summer vacation schedule this year?  When not traveling, I’m going to be 
unearthing and categorizing my UFO’s to see which are close to done!  Sometimes it surprises me!   
This one just needs a binding, that one just needs one more block, and then the inevitable question . . . 
“Why didn’t I just finish this?”   

 President – Pam Overton, pam@travelingquilters.com 

Program 
Our Zoom speaker for August is Linda Sullivan of Colourwerx  

With over 22 years experience as professional designers and quiltmakers, Linda and her husband, 
Carl, are intensely passionate about bold bright colors, midcentury modern art and contemporary 
pattern design. Always searching for a twist on the traditional, their fabric designs and quilt patterns are 
well known for their modern look, spontaneous movement and fearless use of color. Through the years, 
they have designed three fabric collections, authored two books and have been featured in several 
national quilting publications. Today, they reside in Palm Springs, California and enjoy collaborating 
together in their design company, Colourwerx, designing fabric, quilt patterns and traveling across the 
country to share their love of color, quilting, and contemporary design.  

Linda will be talking to us about: “MY BEST TIPS & TRICKS FOR PRECISION PIECING”. Linda 
says: “Stop being frustrated by your inaccurate 1/4” seam allowance or struggling to finish your pieced 
blocks to the correct size. In this one-hour lecture Linda shares her best tips and tricks for fabric 
preparation, setting your machine up for stitching success, perfect pressing practices, favorite 
thread/needle choices and most importantly, tools and techniques for fine tuning and achieving your 
best 1/4” seam allowance. A true believer that most of our ‘piecing issues’ can also be overcome while 
creating the quilt, she’ll also demonstrate how to work your way through inaccurate seam allowances, 
persnickety seam intersections and a variety of other ‘potential piecing hazards’ to achieve beautiful 
results!” 

Find out more about Linda at:www.colourwerx.com; Facebook: Colourwerx; Instagram: Colourwerx 
Laurie Reyen, Programs 
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Vice President 
Are you ready for the UFO challenge???? Those of 

you at the July meeting were introduced to our next 
challenge that is designed to help us all move on some 
of the unfinished (quilt) objects in our lives.  The rules 
are simple: 

1. A UFO is any unfinished quilt project in your stash 
as of July 2,2025. (Projects started after this date 
do not count for the purposes of the challenge.) 

2. For every finished project shared at a Guild 
meeting (either virtually or in person) from August 
6 through the December 3,2025 meeting, the 
member will receive a raffle ticket. 

Members are requested to share the approximate start 
and end date of each project. 

3. A drawing for a fabulous gift basket will be held at 
the December meeting. 

There will be 2 categories for the drawing: 

  Finished quilts (quilted and bound)  

 Finished tops 

Stay tuned - The Guild is planning to hold 
“finishing school” between now and the end    of the 
year to give members a chance to get together and pin 
and tie some of those UFO’s. 

The Vice President Team – Olivia, Donna, Jo and Laurie 

Nominating Committee 
The status of nominations will be reported 

at our August meeting. Are you considering a 
position?  Contact one of the committee 
members.  

 Allison Leong, Maureen Gardner, Blair Seibert 

Membership 
Membership is quiet at the moment as we 

await the new guild year. In the meantime, 
thought I would share the following. 

How I unsew 

Sometimes I feel like a “professional 
unsewer”. If you are a seamstress or a 
quilter, you are always faced with the 
decision to fix the mistake or change of 
design by reaching for the seam ripper.   

I might qualify for being a professional 
unsewer with my kit of tools at the ready in a 
snap top box so the sharp things won’t come 
out and stab unexpectedly.  If it’s serious 
unsewing then I grab the tools and take it to 
the TV. I have in my little box, 2 different 
seam rippers, a scalpel, and tweezers to pull 
out threads. Another favorite tool is a “seam 

fix” which has 2 seam rippers built in and two 
rubber tipped ends that grab at all the loose 
threads left in the seam and easily sweep up 
those tails which can be wiped on a bit of 
batting and later collected into the trash. I 
sometimes use a “sewing bird” which is 
clamped to the edge of the sewing table and 
has a beak which can clamp the item while I 
pull it to expose the stitches to attack with my 
scalpel. One needs to be very respectful of a 
scalpel, after all it is a tool of surgery; I keep it 
in a spare seam ripper cover when it’s not 
being used, but in that snap top box. 
Lakeside is the dealer that goes to several 
quilt shows with every kind of tool available; I 
have taken my scalpel handle to a show and 
even asked the salesperson to change the 
blade for me. Although I admit, I can change 
it myself, very carefully with a pair of 
tweezers (these are the long handled 
tweezers that are 6” long that I keep by my 
machine).  

The sewing bird comes from 
lacis.com/catalog/index.html    The first one 
broke so when I reordered the second one I 
opted for the cheaper imperfect bird and 
painted it with some nail polish. The catalog 
is related to the Lace Museum in Berkeley or 
lacismuseum.org    I haven’t been to it but 
have carefully perused the online catalog.  

Aileen Cooke - Wishing you minimal 
unsewing 

Aileen Cooke, Membership Chair 

Hospitality 
We have a zoom meeting in August, so it 

is up to you to provide yourself a 
snack.  Thank you to everyone for their 
contributions to our delicious July potluck and 
for the lovely array of treats for our June 
Quilter's College meeting.   

 Prima Casetta, Hospitality 

Ways and Means 

Because we are meeting by Zoom for our 
August meeting, there will obviously be no 
Ways and Means. 

We look forward to seeing you in 
September. 

Perla Rothenberg and Cindi Garacochea,  
Ways & Means Co-Chairs  
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Website 
I continue to update the website and our 

social media accounts on Facebook and 
Instagram for your viewing pleasure. Let me 
know if there is anything specific you would 
like to see. 
www.santamonicaquiltguild.org 

Emily Watts, Web Manager 

Please send your Show and Tell photos to 
Pam at pam@travelingquilters.com no later 
than Monday, August 4. 

Zoom meeting links 
The zoom link for our July meeting will be 

sent via email along with the newsletter. Note 
that we will record the meeting this month.  

SMQG General Meeting Minutes  
2 July 2025 

Hybrid meeting called to order by President Pam 
Overton at 6:42 

Announcements: 

Welcome to guests Jenn (Jennifer) 
Bennigson and Jennifer Ward 

Please pick up your Opportunity Quilt Tickets 
from Donna Heiderman tonight 

Barbara Speilberg moved to approve the May 
Minutes and Treasurer’s Report as presented in 
the July newsletter.  Lani Hee seconded the 
motion.  The motion was passed by all. 

Committee Reports: 
Membership: Aileen Cooke – Holding steady at 
51 members. 
Philanthropy: Mariana Davanzo – Pam reports 
for Mariana who is at her daughter’s 
 wedding, Keep sewing. 
Vice President: Laurie Reyen reporting for the 
committee.  Mystery Quilt reveal will be later 
tonight.  Our next project will be UFO completion.  
July through December. A finished quilt is quilted 
and bound.  A new start on a project can be 
considered a UFO. Completed UFO’s that are 
shown will receive a raffle ticket.  A winner will be 
drawn for a basket at the December meeting. 

Programs: Laurie Reyen – Mini member trunk 
show will be tonight.   
 August – Tia Curtis will speak with us via 
Zoom 
 September – Paula Slater will have an in-
person Trunk show. 
Nominating Committee: Allison Leong – We 
have most of the Board positions locked in. We 
still need a Webmaster, Social media person, 
Newsletter Chair, a second Ways and Means 
person.  Please think about volunteering or you 
may be receiving a phone call from Allison, Blair 
or Maureen. 
Mini Member Trunk Show tonight showcased 
Suzanne Cole, Virginia Marshall, Prima Casetta, 
and Laurie Reyen 
Mystery Quilt Reveal – Blair Seibert, Jo Hearn 
(2), Mary Lloyd, Pam Overton (2), Lani Hee,  
Gwen Oki, Suzanne Cole, Barbara Speilberg, 
Aileen Cooke, Allison Leong. 
Show and Tell: Perla Rothenberg, Jenn 
Bennigson (upcycled materials, wool), Jo Hearn, 
Hatsumi Kurokawa, Yoshi Nickerson 
Door Prizes:  Suzanne Cole, Yoshi Nickerson, 
Aileen Cooke, Laurie Reyen. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:48 by President Pam 
Overton. 
Respectfully submitted by Allison Leong. 

Philanthropy 
Please let me know if you have quilts to 

donate for one of our charities.  Look for 
more information next month on how we 
might help the new West Side Ronald 
McDonald House.  

Mariana Davanzo, Philanthropy Chair 

Birthdays – August 

Cindi Garacochea 2-Aug 

Gerry McGuire 10-Aug 

Annette Levey  15-Aug 

Catherine Baxter 25-Aug 

Stephanie  Wexler 25-Aug 
 

SMQG Schedule of Events                                            
Your Program chair is busy working to fill out our calendar for the coming year with interesting speakers. As 

always, your input/feedback/suggestions are welcome.  Please contact Laurie Reyen to let her know your thoughts.  
 

Date Speaker/Teacher   Lecture website 

September Paula Slater Trunk Show – In Person and Zoom 

http://www.santamonicaquiltguild.org/
mailto:pam@travelingquilters.com
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Date Speaker/Teacher   Lecture website 

October 8 Tia Curtis – TBD – www.tiacurtisquilts.com 

November 5 Cathy Perlmutter – Scrap Cities – zoom – cathyperlmutter.com 

December 3 Holiday Potluck – In Person at the church 

January 7 TBD 

February 4 Joe Cunningham – TBD- www.Joecunninghamquilts.com 

March 4 TBD 

April 1 TBD 

May 6 Rami Kim – Two by Two – In Person and Zoom – csi.fkb.mybluehost.me 

May 7 Rami Kim – workshop - TBD 

Selected Upcoming Southern California Events 

September 
20, 2025 

Orange County Quilters Guild Picnic in the Park Home Tour. 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Huntington Beach. 

October 7, 
2025 

Valley of the Mist Quilters Guild Quilt Show, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, Temecula Community Theater Courtyard, Old 
Town Temecula, CA.  For more information go to:   

https://media.rainpos.com/5738/Valley_of_Mist_Quilt_Show_Flyer_2025.pdf 
 

October 
11, 2025 

Flying Geese Quilters Guild Quilt Show, Quilts for All Seasons. 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Norman P. Murray 
Community Center, 24932 Veterans Way, Mission Viejo, CA.  Events:  Vendor mall, craft boutique, quilt auction, raffle 
baskets, plus over 150 members quilts on display.  Parking:  Free; Admission $10 

October 
11, 2025 

Central Coast Quilters Quilt Auction.  1:00 pm to 3 :00 pm.  Arroyo Grande Women’s Club, 211 Vernon St., Arroyo 
Grande, CA,  Auction begins at 2:00 pm.  

November 
1, 2025 

Almond Country Quilt Guild Auction & Boutique.  Trinity Lutheran Church, 940 Creston Road, Paso Robles, CA . 
Boutique – 1:00 to 4:00 pm; Auction – 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. The ACQG Boutique and Quilt Auction with hand-made 
items for everyday and holiday use.  Opportunity Quilt, “Houses”, will be raffled during the afternoon. 

November 
7-8, 2025 

Fallbrook Quilt Guild Quilted Treasures Quilt Show.  Son Rise Christian Fellowship Fallbrook, 463 S. Stage Coach 
Lane, Fallbrook, CA 

December 
6, 2025 

Pine Needles Quilt Guild.  Holiday Home Tour. For more information, go to Pine Needles Quilt Guild 

  

https://media.rainpos.com/5738/Valley_of_Mist_Quilt_Show_Flyer_2025.pdf
https://pnqg.org/
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Friends of the Guild 
Our advertisers help support the guild in a variety of ways.  Please support them in return. 

The Traveling Quilters 
P.O. Box 3214, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 
A Tour Service for Quilters! 
 
2025 

• Temecula Quilt-Away Retreat – Sept 4-7. 

• Mystery Trip – October 25. Watch for news 
on our annual Mystery Trip. 

Check out our website at 
www.travelingquilters.com. 
To join our mailing list, just send us an e-mail:   
pam@travelingquilters.com 
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