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Santa Monica Quilt Guild 
PO Box 5514, Santa Monica, CA 90409-5514 

 

Volume 36, Issue 9 June 2026 

quilters college 
Wednesday, June 3, 2026, 6 p.m. In Person and Zoom! 

 

Quilters College will be in session at our June meeting. Come ready to learn from our 

outstanding faculty. Sessions, faculty and links to course information are below. Look forward 

to seeing you all there! 

• Piec-lique with Susanne Cole 

https://purpledaisiesquilting.com/blogs/sewmuchlikemom/35883843-piec-lique-circles-

drunkards-path-tutorial 

• Fabric Weaving Tumbling Blocks with Blaire Siebert https://youtu.be/V8kFtsvF8AQ 

• Lined Prairie Points with Laurie Reyen https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHZFmVuk228 

• Hand Tying Quilts with Cindy Garacochea https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUQINVO2v5M 

 

President Laurie Reyen 
I want to start out this month’s message by thanking all the Guild Members who helped 

make May’s Fabric Sale a success. From the folks who measured and rolled fabric, to those that 

pitched in with set up and take down, to our sales people and cashiers; everyone’s work is deeply 

appreciated. A special shout out to Kennalee’s son Erik and her daughter-in-law, Piper, who 

provide the extra layer of support, equipment and muscle to make this event come together. 

Finally, a big thanks to Kennalee who houses our donated fabric and hosts the sale on the 

grounds of her quilt home. Thanks to all the above efforts, we netted over $3,000 to support 

the Guilds operations. 

There is a lot going on in the quilting and textile world in the next month. In addition to 

Quilter’s College at our June meeting, there are a couple of local exhibits that you may want to 

check out. The Bowers Museum in Santa Ana is presenting “The American Quilt: Cloth and 

Commerce, while at LACMA, there is an exhibit “Fashioning Chinese Women: Empire to 

Modernity.” There is also still time (until May 31) to get out to the L.A. County Fair to see the 

quilts on display there. 

Finally, I want to let you know that we are coming up on the Quilt Guild election season. 

We will be recruiting members to serve on the nominating committee at the June meeting and 

will begin looking for candidates to serve on the Board for the upcoming year. Please consider 

getting involved! 

 

https://purpledaisiesquilting.com/blogs/sewmuchlikemom/35883843-piec-lique-circles-drunkards-path-tutorial
https://purpledaisiesquilting.com/blogs/sewmuchlikemom/35883843-piec-lique-circles-drunkards-path-tutorial
https://youtu.be/V8kFtsvF8AQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHZFmVuk228
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUQINVO2v5M
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Philanthropy  Cindi Garacochea 
Philanthropy needs baby and toddler size quilts for another donation to Miriam's Place. 

The sizes needed are 30x40 for strollers, 36x52 mattress, 40x40 play sizes. Their need is 

year-round for the children. 

We will have a Tie-In at Santa Monica HS Saturday May 30th from 10am-1pm. More 

information will be emailed soon. 

 

Hospitality Prima Casetta 
 Members with last names beginning B-G are kindly requested to bring a sweet or savory treat 

to share at the June meeting. Thank you to all who participate, and special kudos to our wonderful 

bakers! 
 

Membership Donna Heiderman 
We currently have 51 guild members. It seems like every month we add another member 

or two!  

We will be having our Members' Tea on Saturday, June 20th, at 2:00 pm. Please see the 

attached invitation for all the details. I hope to see you there! 

 

Opportunity Quilt Donna Heiderman 
Congratulations to Karen May, family member of Prima and winner of the Opportunity 

Quilt!               Thank you to all who participated in selling and buying tickets. The quilt netted 

$914.81 for our guild. A special thank you to Pam for donating the quilt materials and 

spearheading the project and to Kennalee for keeping track of the expenditures and sales 

related to the quilt. All in all, it was a very successful endeavor. 

 

Vice President Allison Leong 
Wow the year is almost half over. Have we all made a dent in our quilting goals for the 

year? 

My goal is usually to finish some of the projects left from last year but also to figure out 

a new way to use up scraps. Hard to imagine. I have done pretty well with that. I also managed 

to incorporate some scrappiness into my Mystery Quilt. 

We are at the end of the Mystery Quilt. Our last clue will have been sent out by the time 

you read this newsletter. It’s been a fun project (even though I knew the final result). I hope 

the participants have enjoyed challenging themselves with this. We have a month to complete 

the top with a reveal in July. 

Then on to the next project. Any suggestions? Wide open! Meanwhile, hope some will have 

interesting summer plans, even if it cuts into our quilting time. 
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Ways and Means  Perla & Blair 
Ways and Means will be on break for June so that we too can participate in Quilter's 

College. Do not fear, there will be a FREE table. If you have something to add to the FREE 

table, feel free to bring it in.   

See you on the campus. 

 

Secretary  Sheila Cummins   
Minutes of SMQG Meeting – May 6, 2026   Submitted by Sheila Cummins, Recording Secretary 

Meeting convened at 6:00 pm by President Laurie Reyen.  The meeting was held in-person and on 

Zoom. 

Minutes and Treasurer’s Report No discussion. The April Meeting minutes and Treasurer’s 

report were approved. 

Program Pam Overton introduced the speaker, Rami Kim, who presented a slide show of folded 

fabric techniques and a trunk show of exquisite projects, including quilts and garments.  

Board Reports 

Membership Donna reported 1 new member and 1 returning member bringing the total 

membership to 51. Invitations to the members tea on June 20 have been sent out via email. 

Philanthropy Cindi announced the last quilt tie-in at Santa Monica High School, which will take 

place from 10:00-1:00 on May 30. Miriam’s Place is grateful for the donated quilts. 

Vice-President Allison reported the mystery quilt is on step 11 out of 14. The reveal is 

scheduled for the July meeting. Please let Allison know if you have any ideas for an all-Guild 

activity. 

Programs Pam answered questions from members regarding Rami Kim’s Thursday workshop. She 

is looking for instructors for the June Quilters College. Blair and Susanne have volunteered but 

two more instructors are needed. Pam will be away in June so Laurie will be in charge of the 

program.  

Opportunity Quilt Drawing Karen May (whose ticket was a gift from Prima) was the winner of 

the opportunity quilt. 

Treasurer’s Report/Newsletter No report. Laurie thanked Kennalee for her contributions. 

Show & Tell Lani Hee and Laurie Reyen showed quilts this month. 

Door Prizes Winners were Gwen Oki, Pam Overton, and Lani Hee. 

Laurie reminded the Guild of the fabric sale at the Quilt House on May 9 from 10:00-2:00 pm. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

❖ SMQG Meeting June 3 Quilter’s College 

❖ SMQG Members’ Tea June 20 

❖ SMQG Meeting July 1 Holiday Potluck and Mystery Quilt Reveal 
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Small Talk  Chatty Quilter 
 

Button, Button, who has my button? 

“Button” means more things now than when they were first invented. The Indus Valley 

Civilization is credited with the invention of the button and the earliest one we have in 

existence today dates from around 2000 BC and is made from a curved shell. The first buttons 

were used as ornamental embellishments to a person's attire and signified wealth or status. Aug 

30, 2023; Nancy’s Notions. 

I’m sure every quilter has a jar or a retired cookie tin full of lost buttons. When I recycled wool 

pants or skirts for making braided rugs, I of course kept every button and even the zipper that 

was still usable. Another way those buttons collect is from laundry—look in the empty washer or 

dryer drum and there will be a lost button. Sometimes there is a collection jar with coins as well 

as buttons that fall out of the laundry.  

I seem to also have bought too many buttons along my sewing and quilting career. Many cute 

buttons for children’s wear that never got used; maybe they were too cute to use or to get lost 

in the laundry. I made a summer shirt for myself, and it wasn’t ever going to a fancy place. 

Every button was a different button from the lost collection. What started me down this 

discussion was a lost button. Another shirt I made used “King Kamehameha” buttons from an old 

“Aloha” shirt of my father’s. One of my King Kamehameha buttons fell off, and I tried to ignore 

the missing button on the shirt but finally today I decided to sew it on and miracle of miracles, 

I found it and now it is complete.  

I had an uncle who lived in Hawaii for years then relocated to LA; he went through a purge and 

gave all his Island shirts to my father, a gardener. He wore them like work shirts until they fell 

apart. In the 60’s, there was not a Trader Joe’s and those shirts may not have been in style but 

no matter to my father who was not into fashion.  

Someone had a large button collection during the time when bracelets were being made of 

buttons. A box the size that a MW might come in was full of buttons then donated to the local 

YWCA. Three of us sorted through this collection one long night. One knew someone sewing 

bags who could use some of the large buttons. I kept a few unusual ones; some were made of 

Bakelite, others elk horn slices.  

Maybe you have a story about your button jar. Send it in and share.  

June 2026 update: At Rami Kim’s workshop, Cindi G. brought in a jar of buttons. What 

entertainment. There were several hands there sorting them into categories. Rami took the 

wooden buttons and maybe a few others. There were novelties, a food related few; a sewing 

machine button for Kennalee who has an impressive sewing machine and toy sewing machine 

collection. There must have been something for everyone and few went home with Cindi. 

I wonder if we can do something like this at the July potluck? I will miss the June meeting but 

can’t miss the fun. I have some buttons that I can add to the stew of buttons that may show up. 

If anyone wants to give buttons away, bring them to the potluck and we will play. Of course that 

means everyone must take some home.  

Aileen of Too many buttons. 
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2025-2026 BOARD MEMBERS 
See Roster For Contact Information 

President  Laurie Reyen - 
Vice President  Allison Leong  
Recording Secretary  Sheila Cummins 
Treasurer  Kennalee Mattson  
Newsletter Editor  Kennalee Mattson   
Membership  Donna Heiderman  
Philanthropy  Cindi Garacochea   
Program/Workshop  Pam Overton  
Webmistress  Aileen Cooke 
Ways and Means  Perla Rothenberg and Blair Seibert 
  
Appointed Officers 
Hospitality  Prima Casetta 
Parliamentarian  open 
Corresponding Sec.  Betsy Barker 
Publicity/Social Media  Susanne Cole 
Historian  open 

S.M.Q.G. Board meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. Any member is 

invited to attend. Next: June 17, 2026 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS AT THE BOARD MEETING 

 

 

 
 

 

The Traveling 
Quilters 

P.O. Box 3214, Manhattan 
Beach, CA 90266 

A Tour Service for Quilters! 
2026 

• June 2026, South Dakota Quilt Adventure (watch for more 
information).  

• October 25, 2026 – Mystery Trip.  Sorry, no hints!  

• Temecula Quilt-Away Retreat – October 29-November 1 (We 
have some special activities planned to celebrate 
Halloween,) 

Check out our website at www.travelingquilters.com. To join our 
mailing list, just send us an e-mail:   pam@travelingquilters.com 
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