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  ZOOM 
 

Programs Pam Overton 
Our meeting this month will be on Zoom and our speaker is Colleen 

Carlson.  Visit her website to learn more about Colleen. Zoom Quilt Lectures & 
Certified Quilt Show Judge NACQJ Perhaps you sat in on one of her lectures 
at Road to California this year?  

Her lecture topic is Let’s Face It! Facing creates a clean, modern edge. 
Learn six ways to face a quilt for a crisp, artful finish. We’re sure you’ll have 
some “Ah Ha” moments as she walks us through each of her six facing 
techniques. 

Colleen has been sewing since childhood and quilting since 1999 and enjoys quilts of all 
styles. She has studied art at her local university and enjoys creating original compositions. 
Drawing from her 41-year career as a pharmacist, Colleen brings professionalism, organization, 
and clear communication to quilt show judging, jurying, and to Zoom Lectures for guilds and 
organizations. 

She is a NACQJ (National Association of Quilt Judges) Certified Judge. 
 

President Laurie Reyen 
Is it spring yet? Am ready for a little more daylight and sunshine. Am also looking 

forward to the spring months when we can gather in person. Last month’s tie-in event reminded 
me that one of my favorite aspects of quilting is community and being able to work in community 
with other quilters. As the old saying goes, many hands made light work! It was impressive to 
see all that we can accomplish working together. We have another tie -in event coming up the 
last Saturday in February. See the Philanthropy news for more details. 
Will look forward to seeing you all on Zoom at our meeting on March 4! 

 



Hospitality Prima Casetta 
 We are home again for another wintery evening meeting in March, so you're on your own for a 
snack and beverage.  Looking forward to an in-person meeting soon. 
 

Membership Donna Heiderman 
We are a quarter of the way through our guild year and continue to get renewals every 

month. Our latest renewal was Carol Thomas. As of now we have 48 members. We met a handful 
of people at the South Bay Quilt Show that expressed interest in our guild. If you know 
someone interested in our guild, please invite them to be a guest at a meeting. 

 

Opportunity Quilt Donna Heiderman 
The quilt traveled to the South Bay Quilt Show and we sold $64 in tickets! Thank you to 

Allison, Prima, Sheila, and Aileen for helping with the raffle ticket sales and to Pam for 
arranging for our quilt to be represented at the show and toting all the gear necessary to 
display the quilt and sell tickets. 

The last weekend of February, Pam will be taking the quilt to her quilting retreat in 
Temecula. 

The drawing will be held at our guild meeting in May. Keep selling tickets! 
 

Philanthropy  Cindi Garacochea 
I recently contacted Miriam's House LA regarding quilt donations. They are a local 9 bed 

facility for women and children and would love quilts. All beds are extra-long twin (66-70" x 90-
94") but they would also appreciate snuggle sizes too. I hope to make donations soon. 

Don't forget our monthly Tie-In on Saturday Feb 28th from 10-1:00 at SAMO HS. Last 
month we worked on 3 quilts, but we need more helping hands. We're still working through the 
"Keiko Stash", they are all so beautiful and cozy-puffy from the hand tie process. Please join us! 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 SMQG Tie In February 28, 2026, Santa Monica High School 
 You are invited to a reception for an exhibit of quilts made by members and friends of 

the Unitarian Universalist Community Church of Santa Monica. Among the quilters who 
will be showing their work are the Guild's Allison Leong and former Guild member Cathy 
Seidman. The reception will be held at the church on Sunday, March 1, from 11:30-1:00. 
In addition to quilts, other small items will be for sale. The church is located at 1260 
18th St in Santa Monica. Hope to see you there! 

 SMQG Workshop with Rami Kim May 7, 2026. Sign Up with Pam Overton 
 
 



Vice President Allison Leong 
The Mystery Quilt has commenced!!  We have chosen fabrics and started on step 1.  If 

you still want to join in let me know.  I will add you to the email list and send the steps that have 
already been sent out, you can catch up quickly.  I have seen a few of the fabric pulls and they 
are beautiful.  I have not yet done mine. Since I know what the final result will be I’m thinking 
about making it a challenge by doing it a little scrappy. What else?? Haha.  
 If you are interested in a particular Guild wide activity, please let me know your ideas.  
We have had different types of UFO Challenges in the past.  We have also done a Lone Robin 
during Covid when we were more isolated.  I enjoyed that one very much.  We could now do a 
Round Robin and pass the quilt in progress to other quilters for the next round.  Hmmmm 
 Keep quilting and challenge yourself!  Get out of your wheelhouse. Does that mean I have 
to use BROWN??? 
 

Secretary  Sheila Cummins 
Minutes of SMQG Meeting – February 4, 2026 

President Laurie Reyen called the meeting to order @ 7:00pm. 
Laurie asked for a motion to approve the January meeting minutes and treasurer’s report 

as they appeared in the February newsletter. Pam Overton so moved, and Allison Leong 
seconded the motion. Hearing no corrections, the minutes and treasurer’s report were approved. 

Pam Overton introduced our speaker, Joe Cunningham, who presented his program “The 
Stories behind the Quilts,” then gave us an impromptu tour of his studio. 

Board reports 
Membership (Donna): The Guild currently has 46 members. Please remind your friends to 

renew their memberships if they’ve lapsed. 
Opportunity Quilt (Donna): The quilt is going to SBQS on the 14th. We will be drawing 

the winner at our May meeting. Please keep selling tickets! Money and tickets can be dropped 
off at the Quilt House, or you can make other arrangements with Donna. 

Philanthropy (Cindi): A tie-in on Saturday the 31st finished a couple more quilts—only a 
few of Keiko’s quilt tops are left to finish. There will be another tie-in on the last Saturday of 
February. Laurie thanked Catherine Baxter for getting workspace for the Guild at Santa Monica 
High.  Keep sewing so we can build our stash of quilts. Allison reported that there are 2 bound 
quilts at the QH. 

Vice-President: Allison reported briefly on the most recent SCCQG meeting. The mystery 
quilt will begin in February. 11 Guild members have signed up to participate so far. 

Programs: Pam updated the schedule of speakers. Susan Carlson will be speaking on Zoom 
in March; Pam is working on a speaker for April. Rami Kim will be our May speaker, and the Guild 
is planning to do a workshop with her. Bob Purcell of YLI will be our speaker in August with the 
talk “Thread Mastery.’  In July and December, we will hold our annual potlucks. 

Treasurer: Kennalee was not present. Laurie praised Kennalee for her work on the 
newsletter and reminder members that they are welcome to send in submissions. 
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Old business (Laurie): Bylaws update will be discussed at the next board meeting. Board 
meetings are open to the general membership. Email Laurie for the link—the Zoom meetings 
take place on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

New business: Laurie extended the invitation to submit quilts to a show that will be held 
at the Unitarian Universalist church of Santa Monica during March and April. Sheila provided 
some details on requirements. It is the church’s policy to keep 25% of each sale, with 75% to 
the artist. 

The Guild received an inquiry from someone with a Grandmother’s Garden quilt needing 
repair. No one in the Guild volunteered to help, so Laurie will move onto Plan B. 

Show & Tell (Pam) – Allison Leong—charm squares scrappy (2); intuitive stitching; red 
strippy quilt; wool embroidery needlebook; Virginia Marshall—Spinning Pinwheels (baby quilt); 
Pam—bug quilt for Read Me a quilt 

Blair made an announcement of workshops with Gees Bend quilters on May 1, 2, 3; lecture 
on April 30. Laurie will send up a follow-up meeting to the Guild. 

Pam reminded everyone of the South Bay Quilt Guild show Feb 14-15. Admission discount 
is available with flyer, which Pam will send to us by email. 

Door prize winners—Nancy Webb, Aileen Cooke, Sonje Daniel, Sylvia Henry, Ann Chach, 
Maureen Gardner, Jo Hearn, Gwen Oki. Pick up your door prizes at the Quilt House, Tuesdays 
and Saturdays, 12-5. Arrange with Aileen Cooke if you’d like to pick yours up in Santa Monica. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm 
Respectfully submitted by Sheila Cummins, Recording Secretary 

Workshops  Pam Overton 
Save the Date – May 7, 2026, Rami Kim workshop 
And now let’s jump ahead to May when our guest 

speaker/teacher will be Rami Kim.  As you know Rami will be offering 
a workshop for us.  I did send out workshop information a few weeks 
ago via e-mail, but a couple of our “eagle-eyed” board members 
caught a mistake in that message!   I sent out the wrong workshop! 
Oops.  

We are offering her 3-D Folded & Padded Hexagons, Quilt & 
Bag.  One by one, colorful hexagons are folded, padded, quilted, and 
connected together by machine, resulting in a cohesive quilt-bag pair.  
No need to add backing and binding! Make the quilt, make the bag, or 
make both!  

The cost for the workshop is a bargain - $45.  Please send your checks, made payable to 
SMQG, to Pam Overton 672 17th Street, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266.  This is the first 
workshop we have offered since Robb Appell’s workshop (pre-pandemic) in February 2020! It’s 
time! We hope you’ll support our efforts to bring workshops back to SMQG 

To learn more about Rami Kim, please visit her website.  https://csi.fkb.mybluehost.me 
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Small Talk ANOTHER Chatty Quilter 
Adventures at Road to California 

I have attended the Road to California show in the past but never 
taken a class.  Since I retired last year, I decided to try something new 
and take a class in wool embroidery with Sue Spargo.  I have been 
interested in her work since seeing the work of some friends. 
  The class was a two day class from 8:30-3:00.  We were 
instructed to prepare a piece ready to be embroidered.  Sue arrived 
early and we got going.  Her method for this class was to demonstrate 
different stitches and allow us time to practice.  Though I have done 
embroidery in the past, working with wool is different.  Sue encouraged 
us to use different weights and types of threads, not only “her” line of threads.  Ribbon, silk, 
perle cotton, DMC, all the kinds.  She enjoys different textures on her work.  We were able to 
request demonstrations of other stitches as well as learning the ones on her list. I didn’t go to 
the class with a friend but sat with some fun people.   
 I had started a Sue Spargo needle book before the class.  I had used the Rosette Chain 
Stitch but it looked wonky.  I got some pointers from Sue and used the stitch again on the 
needle book and what a difference just a small change made!!  It was well worth going to the 
class for help and inspiration.  The piece that we worked on was just a start and we will have 
many more stitches and threads to try out on it.  No specific pattern except for the appliqued 
circles, but the embellishment, stitch and thread choice are individual.  After this class I 
wished I had signed up for her Wednesday class on Bullion Knots.  I guess I’ll have to practice 
those on my own.  She did have several works that she had done or was continuing to work on 
for us to see and photograph.   I took lots of photos to refer back to in the future. 

I highly recommend taking a class at “Road”.  Meet new people or go with a friend.  Yes, 
the classes aren’t inexpensive but worth the time and money for your enrichment.  Stimulate 
your mind.  Signing up can be a little tough so be prepared right when sign ups open up to get 
your class. 

Of course, then there are the show and vendors.  Many fantastic quilts were in the show 
that appeal to all different kinds of quilters.  I enjoyed seeing all the different techniques, 
fabrics and workmanship.  I always enjoy the Cherrywood Challenge.  Quilters use the same 
packet of fabrics to produce their interpretation of that year’s theme.  Amazing.  I do better 
with the vendors if I am looking for something specific (long tweezers with angled tips, some 
specific needles).  Otherwise you can go crazy.  I admit I did buy some thread.   
 

Happy quilting and stitching, Allison Leong 
 

Ways and Means  Perla & Blair 
We’ll be Zooming 
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2025-2026 BOARD MEMBERS 
See Roster For Contact Information 

President  Laurie Reyen - 
Vice President  Allison Leong  
Recording Secretary  Sheila Cummins 
Treasurer  Kennalee Mattson  
Newsletter Editor  Kennalee Mattson   
Membership  Donna Heiderman  
Philanthropy  Cindi Garacochea   
Program/Workshop  Pam Overton  
Webmistress  Aileen Cooke 
Ways and Means  Perla Rothenberg and Blair Seibert 
  
Appointed Officers 
Hospitality  Prima Casetta 
Parliamentarian  open 
Corresponding Sec.  Betsy Barker 
Publicity/Social Media  Susanne Cole 
Historian  open 

S.M.Q.G. Board meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. Any member is 

invited to attend. Next: March 18, 2026 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS AT THE BOARD MEETING 
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